The Role of the
Medical Examiner



Where Does the Office Come
From?

m [he Coroner
m Death Taxes
m [ he Sheriff



coroners

= Elected
® In many states are not physicians
m Voters qualify a coroner

= They do what they want

= Throw out the decision of the professional
who did the work



Medical Examiners

= Appointed

m Has to be a physician

= Not necessarily an FP
= Often Is not
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Michigan Compiled Laws

mChapter 52.201- 52.216

m [ he Office of the Medical
Examiner

= Originated from the Coroner



Cases which require autopsy

m All homicides and suspicious death.

m Death which occur under unusual circumstances.

m All prisoners who die in custody or in jail.

m Apparent natural deaths in which the COD Iis uncertain.

m [Fatal traffic accident especially drivers and pedestrians.
(passengers?)

m Practically all drowning which occur in public water, bathtubs
and in swimming pools.

s Drug deaths or chemical poisoning.



The Medical Examiner’s Autopsy Is intended
to:

m Assist the police in

- detecting the crime
= finding the guilty

= protect the innocent
= identification

m Establish for workman compensation commission relationship
between cause of death with type of work.

m Establish statistics of causes of death.
m Detect epidemics.



Postmortem Examination

= \Who was the victim?

s How long has the victim been dead?

x Why did the victim die?



